Always on My Mind.
This article is focused on occupational radiogenic brain tumors and some radioprotective techniques used to manage this risk. Published case reports have stimulated concern among operators. The anatomical pattern of tumor locations is not consistent with measured radiation dose distributions at operators' heads. In addition, the lack of statistically positive findings in these reports, and a recently published survey on radiologist's mortality both indicate that the current level of fluoroscopists' radiation safety practices is likely to be adequate. This presumes that the rules of dose-management, time, distance, and shielding continue to be followed. These are briefly reviewed in this article. The use of radioprotective surgical caps is a current fashion. In clinical practice, these caps provide minimal reductions in brain dose and might induce operators to neglect applying the practical rules mentioned above. Appropriate management of personal, staff, and patient risk should always be on the radiologists' mind.